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Pollock biomass is also an important 
component of the Bering Sea Ecosystem
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National Standard (NS) 1

• “Conservation and management 

measures shall  prevent overfishing 

while achieving, on a continuing basis, 

the optimum yield from each fishery for 

the United States fishing industry.”

– Magnuson Stevens Act Section 301(a)(1)
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Assessment review leading to quota 
recommendations

• Surveys
• Age reading
• Data

Summer

• 1st Plan Team
• New data
• Modeling
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meeting
• Presentation 

of reviews
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Pages reviewed annually…
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• Stock assessment components
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Scientific research survey
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Model application for estimation

• Stock status

• Projections for harvest control rules



SSC requirements
“Each scientific and statistical committee shall provide its 
Council ongoing scientific advice for fishery management 
decisions, including recommendations for: 

– acceptable biological catch
– preventing overfishing

– maximum sustainable yield, and 

– achieving rebuilding targets, and 

– reports on stock status and health

– bycatch
– habitat status

– social and economic impacts of management measures, and

– sustainability of fishing practices.”

• This information comes from our assessments…

MSA Section 302(g)(1)(B)



Roles in Setting ACLs

OFL

ABC

Scientific 
Uncertainty

ACL
ACL ≤ ABC

ACT

Science-
Management 
feedback loop

Management 
Uncertainty

Science-
Management 
feedback loop

SSC Role Council Role
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BSAI FMP

For 

ABC &

OFL 

only



ABCTAC≤ ≤Catch OFL<
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Rate declines, catch declines faster…
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The “Other” factors

Simulations with cap on 
catch (1.5 million t)

With catch unconstrained (unrealistic)
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What is a Risk Assessment?

Slide courtesy of Jason Link



Alaska groundfish conservation strategy 
is fundamentally multi-species

• The “lowest common denominator” species 

catch limits are not exceeded

Fisheries

Multiple species/stocks

ABCTAC≤ ≤Catch OFL<



Management measures



Management measures





Catch relative to limits
EBS pollock

ABC = “Acceptable 
Biological Catch”



Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands  2015 
summary for main stocks







…there are many facets to north Pacific fishery 
management besides just results from single 

species assessments…



End of this 
Presentation…


